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L.ondon homes

‘Where
the stars
settle
down

There are suburbs,
and then there is
Hampstead
Garden Suburb,
home to Jonathan
Ross and mansions
costing millions.
Anne Ashworth
takes a peek

eafyand ideally suited to
family life— these may be
theonly features that
Hampstead Garden
Suburb shares with the
typical suburb. Forone
thing, it’s farritzier. Sacha
Baron Cohen and Peter
Mandelson are among the prominent
persons who grew up in this affluent
North London neighbourhood, close to
Hampstead Heath and Highgate. Today's
celebrity countincludes Jonathan Ross.
“The Suburb”, asresidents call it, was
_intended tobe classless when it was
founded by the philanthropist Dame
Henrietta Barnettin 1904. Butthe
area—whichspansthe N2and NWI11
postcodes—followed a different path into
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the most expensive streets league. In this
ranking, drawn up by Mouseprice.com,
Winnington Road N2 takessixth place
with an average value of £5,386,000.

In 2008 one property on the road fetched
£16.8 million so there will be hardly any
surprise at the £12.5 million price tag
onanew housein Winnington Close,

a Winnington Road side street. The
seven-bedroom, eight-bathroom
property, onsale through Savills, has been
developed by Regal Homes, in partnership
with Kelly Hoppen, the designer.

A measure of commercial activity was
anotheraspiration for the Suburb. This
was also not realised, but on asunny
morning down Winnington Close, the
gardenersare certainly busy at their trade,
painstakingly tending already immaculate

In 2008 one
home fetched
£16.8 million,
so the £12.5m
price tag for

a house in
Winnington
Close will come
as little surprise

hedges. The new houseisan example of
thevarious craftsinthe deluxe
contemporary residence (DCR) sector,
such asbespoke plasterwork. There s, for
example, aniridescent finish on the side of
theground-floorstaircasethatlendsa
sparkleto eveningentertaining. The DCR
industry’s mission statement is to deliver.
as Hoppen summarises, “theclient’s
dreams and wishes—they don't wantto
haveto ask for anything. All they need to
doistobringtheirclothesand the
children’stoys.” The 8,430 sqfthome
already hasall thetoys that grown-ups
mightdemand, such asa pool, gym,sauna
andsteamroom.

Theownerscan alsofeel reassured that,
althoughthehouseis new,itslookisin
keeping with the1930sstylein thissection
ofthe Suburb. Simon De Friend, of Regal
Homes,saysthat during planning he had
toproducefivetypesofbrick to ensurea
match with nearby houses.

Reconcilingthe contradictory tastes
ofhusbands and wives is essential to the
project of pleasing the super-rich.“You
mustn’t make a house too masculine,” says
Hoppen,who hasdecorated and furnished
theproperty in hertrademark greysand
beiges, enlivened with quirky touches,
such as the funky baronial dining chairs.
Theslick, white kitchen isa careful
blend of neutrals (which wives like) and
technology (as required by husbands).
Robert Clift,described by Hoppen asthe
man who “put the funback into lighting”,
isresponsible forthe combination of
spotlighting and over-the-top chandeliers.
Justin casethereis aspat between spouses
onthisorany other aspect of the decor,
they canretreat to theirindividual
bathroomsin the master suite.

Regal Homesdoes notoperateonly in
the high end of the market; it also develops
affordable housing. But at present,

De Friend says, most activity —
a“helluvalotofit” in fact—isinthe
upscale part of his business. He has
already shown potential buyers from the
Middle Eastand the Far Eastaround the
Winnington Close mansion. Butthere is
interest also fromlocals “scaling up”.
Forthe opportunity tomoveintoa
property of this size represents yet
anotherdifference between the Suburb
andany other London suburb.
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